
 

 

Presidents Notes  

Can you believe it?! It's already November!  This week is Perioperative Nurses Week- So "Happy OR Nurses Week" to all OR 
Nurses! 

Our October meeting was a great  success!  Our Thailand Nurses gave a very interesting  presentation about OR nursing in Thailand. 
They were 
all very 
interesting 
to talk to.  
Everyone 
who 
attended 
received a 
special gift 
from the 
Thailand 
Nurses.  

Did you know that it is a requirement in Thailand to have your Masters in Nursing before you can practice as a Nurse.  Also that it 
may only cost you a $1000.00 in Thailand  to get your Masters in Nursing compared to $20-40,000 here in the USA.  It was great to 
hear them speak . Thanks to Pam Appleton for making it possible.  We also had a special guest all the way from Chicago IL, Soodchit 
S. Phophairat  Who came especially to hear and visit with our nurses from Thailand.  Susie is the OR director at Jackson Park Hospital 
& Medical Center in Chicago, also president of her AORN chapter there. 

This month our Chapter meeting will be on November 20th , at ma Dr. Houle will be speaking on "Management of Articular Cartilage  
Problems of the Knee:  New Frontiers"  Meal will be provided compliments of Karl Borcher from Wyeth Pharmaceuticals. I hope that 
many of you can come.  Our meeting will be an extension of perioperative nurses week.  All nurses  who attend will receive 
something special.  Details will follow later in newsletter. 

                I am sure that each of your hospitals and surgery centers are planning something special for perioperative nurses week.  I hope 
we can share some of these at the next meeting, plus I would like to publish them in the next newsletter. 

As you know It is time to start thinking about AORN Congress -2004 in San Diego. Brochures should be coming out this month.  If 
you have not received one you can also go on-line @ www.aorn.org/congress.com  to find out more information.  Congress will be 
held March 21-25, 2004. 

November 27th is Thanksgiving ! Let's all remember to give thanks for all the blessings that we have. 

  "Happy Thanksgiving" 

                Doris Meadows, Chapter 1402 President 
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REMINDERS!!!!!!! 
Up coming events 

AORN Chapter 1402 monthly meeting: Thursday November 20, 6:30 PM, at Seasons Restaurant, Rend Lake, IL. Ben 
Houle M.D. will be speaking. Topic: “Management of Articular Cartilage Problems of the Knee: New Frontiers”. 1.5 
contact hours will be awarded for those who attend. 

“About Our Speaker” 
Jean-Benoit Houle MD will be our speaker for our November 20th meeting at Seasons restaurant at Rend Lake. He 
specializes in Orthopedics & Sports Medicine and has his private practice at the Orthopedic Center of Southern Illinois in 
Mt. Vernon IL. 
Dr. Houle received his Medical degree in 1991 at the University of Ottawa, Faculty of Medicine; He did his Internship in 
1992 at Ottawa General Hospital; His Residency in 1992-1996 in Orthopedic Surgery at University of Ottawa; and his 
Fellowship in 1996-1997 in Orthopedic Sports Medicine Surgery, at Ottawa Civic Hospital. 
He is affiliated with Good Samaritan hospital in Mt. Vernon, St.Mary’s hospital in Centralia, Crossroads Comm. Hospital, 
Mt. Vernon, Salem Public Hospital and Washington County Hospital in Nashville, IL. 
Dr. Houle is a Fellow of the Royal Canadian College of Surgeons, a Diplomat of American Board of Orthopedic Surgeons; 
Member of the Arthroscopy Association of North America, American Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons, and American 
Orthopedic Society for Sports Medicine. 
Dr. Houle has received several awards in research and papers he has wrote. He has given many presentations in the past 
, one of which he spoke to our group in 1999 about Sports Medicine and a Passion for surgery. 
Dr. Houle is married to his beautiful wife , Caroline. They have a beautiful baby boy, named Ben, and they reside in Mt. 
Vernon, IL 
Dr. Houle is a very interesting speaker, and I hope you will all come hear him Thursday evening , 6:30 PM at Seasons, 
Rend Lake IL. 
Topics for Future meetings: Jan-Hypothermia, Feb-Synthes workshop, March-Aesculap 
Perioperative Nurse week: 
November 9 thru 15. Theme is “Perioperative Nurses: Providing Safe Patient Care In the OR and Beyond”. 
Spring Seminar: May 8, 2004. Sponsored by Chapter 1402, Belleville Chapter 1423 and Central II, Central Service Tech 
Association. 
National Events: 
March 21-25, 2004: AORN Congress 2004 @ San Diego ,Ca. 
Other educational events: 
Save $325 Per credit hour-Get your RN to BSN now available through AORN on-line. Contact Katherine Halverson-
Carpenter RN, MBA, CNOR @ 1-800-755-2676, ext.244 or on-line @ 
Halverson-carpenter@aorn,org  
Check-out any of these events on-line @ www.aorn.org 
Check out our chapter web site online @ http://www.aorn.org/chapters/chaphome.asp#Illinois Chapter1402.  
 

Quote of the day 
"There are wars , there is pain, there is suffering, and there is even death. But none of these things 
prepare you for Monday morning." By William Wallace 


